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Bulletin regarding Special Event Insurance and the use of waivers: 
 
In recent months the NCRSO has had several inquiries from the fellowship about event insurance and 
waivers. The main question being whether or not it is ok to just have event attendees sign a waiver in 
lieu of paying for event insurance. This question has prompted the NCRSO Board of Directors to 
consult an attorney to help the NCRSO explain the potential exposure the region may have if an 
accident happened at an uninsured event which resulted in a lawsuit. 
 
While there are virtually unlimited hypothetical situations that could result in an accident, the advice 
we received from the attorney we consulted was clear:  
 

1. A waiver would not stop a lawsuit from being brought and would not present an adequate defense. 

 

2. Any assets the region holds, including the NCRSC, NCCNA, and the NCRSO bank accounts and       

property, would be at risk in the event of a lawsuit. 

  
   3. For the nominal cost of ensuring these events, it could be the best money we ever spent.  
 
When we, as trusted servants, make decisions that have the potential to affect other groups or NA as a 
whole we have lost sight of the principles in the 4th Tradition. The effect of having an event in the 
name of Narcotics Anonymous without insuring the event against an unfortunate accident is 
potentially devastating for the entire region. The insurance policy that our agent writes would cover 
up to $1,000,000 in damages per incident. A $1,000,000 judgement without insurance would bankrupt 
the entire Northern California Region.  
 
While the NA Literature makes it very clear that without group autonomy, we would be unable to 
fulfill our primary purpose, it also makes it equally clear that we should consider the consequences of 
our actions ahead of time to ensure that all will be well. This responsibility is the price we pay for our 
freedom. 
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